| “when-all-else-fails group™is"
. back in action, thanksito -a:

In case of disaster, a

| local chapter of radio

buffs stands ready to

assist with emergency
‘communications.

- By ANNE JOHNSTON -

Messenger Post Staff '

CANANDAIGUA' — An’
"~ Ontario County organization :

that ‘considers itself “the

federal grant and‘ renewed

“interest.

Called the Radlo Amateur

" Civil Emergency Service;.or

' 'RACES, the group takes part

_ during a major ice. storm or
. widespread ﬂoodmg, for
_ example. ‘

o

B

in dlsaster training drills, with
‘the goal of being’ ready to
help officials communicate

Power outages, damaged

" telephone lines and unreliable

‘cellular phones would not

‘stop members from being

able to talk over their ama-

" teur radios, according to the
organization’s radio officer,

Scott Teresi. “They're able to

a short period of time, regard-
less of the environment,” the

. Canandaigua man said.

.Even if the county 5.911

. center was ‘hobbled, mémber

-, John W. Park sald the RACES

- base station at the countys

Safety Training Facﬂlty in

‘Hopewell would be functlon-

“.ing on emergency power and’

v

" RACES members could help

“alert off101als elsewhere to
local needs. .

“As long as ‘that thmg is”

“over-there, Ontario County. is

" not going to be isolated,” said

v “get a line of communication
- out to pretty much anyone in

v

“Desplte all the modern

; commumcauon systems —

and they're wonderful —

- when things get sticky, the

hains are holding down the
fort,” Pitts said.

When Park -arrived 1n,
 Ontario County in 1980, the
county had-a radio ofﬁcer to
manage the local RACES,

group, which he joined.

As things like cell ph()he's
and the Internet became.

more popular; Park said,

~interest declmed in emer-
gency commumcatlons from
,Volunteers.
- ofganization in Ontario Coun-
“ty waned, and by the late ‘90s;"

The level of

the local RACES chapter-
petered out.

Then came 9/ 11, when .

- American Red Cross commu--
- nications for: metro- New York

— based in the World Trade .

Park, who lives in Gorham ¥y s |

and other agenmes.

“That kind of ra:rsed aware-'

a]lttleblt " Pa

a agement; :
Age e ts, public
“information officer for the
- American = Radio = Relay

’.gency serv1ces folks who

how useful the amateur radio

' er amateur radio operator durmg a radio check fro m
- teur CIVIl Emergency Servrce base at-the county Safety Tr

could call
on them to
help - his

TERESI

communi-

‘cate with Red Cross' shelters, g
not to mention help the shel--
ters communicate with each
other about thelr capablhtles
-and needs. - 1. !
 “They Would be a Valuable W
“tool,” said Harloff, whose

“office obtained a federal grant

to-help the group get back on

‘its feet.

Postcards were se '
the roughly 250 lic nsed ham

. operato’rs in O

andnow,BZo hmbe n

e local RACES chapter

meets once a month at the

county’s Safety Trammg Facil-
ity:and-also holds weekly

office

, he was vol-
[ rmg as an eiergency
1 techmclan near .

those skllls more in the past

two years — with the revive
Ontario: County RACES chap

a
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that considers itself the
when-all-else-fails group” i

| ‘back in actlon, thanksito a
- federal grant and renevved :

“interest.
Called the Radlo Amateur
- Civil Emergency Service, or
““RACES, the group takes part
in dlsaster training’dxills, with
~the goal of being ready to

help officials communicate

~ during a majorice storm or '

‘widespread flooding, for
° example.

. Power outages, damaged
. telephone lines and unreliable

" “cellular plones would not

" 'stop members from being
" able to talk over their ama-
" teur radios, according to the
. organization’s radio officer,
Scott Teresi. “They’re able to
.-get a line of communication
out to pretty much anyone in

a short period of time, regard-

~ less of the environment,” the
. Canandaigua man said. -

.Even if the county’s 911
- .center was hobbled, member
.. John W: Park said, the RACES

* base station at the county’s
- Safety Training Facility in,

‘Hopewell Would be function-

+ing on emergency power and’

‘ RACES members could help
| alert officials elsewhere to
. local needs. s

over there, Ontario County is

not going to be isolated,” sdid
Park, who lives in Gorham
‘and 1s also: th 7

S ney.

- RACES came on the scene
~ natlona'lly in the 1950s and is

| supported by the: Federal
'Emergency Management; !
tts; publie

Agency. Allen
information officer for the
~American Radio  Relay
- League, said examples of
. emergencies in'which RACES

“members have helped out'

include several hurricanes

'2004 Amtrak deraﬂment in
' Mississippi,
Columbia recovery effort in

2003 and the Oklahoma Clty‘

bombing in 1995.

' CANANDAIGUA — An
+»Ontario County organization -

“As long as that thmg is "

‘gency-services. folks who -

and tornadoes, the de‘adly_

the shuttle

“Desplte all the modern
communication systems e

cand they're wonderful —

when things get sticky, the

hams are holdmg down the .

fort,” Pitts said.

When Park arrived . in
Ontario County in 1980, the
county had a radio ofﬁcer to -
manage the local RACES .
group, which he joined.

As things like eell phones
and the Internet became
more popular, Park said, -
interest declined in emer-
gency communications from
volunteers. The level of
ofganization in Ontario Coun=

the local RACES chapter

petered out.
Then came 9/11 Whenj
American Red Cross commu-

“nications for metro New York -

— based in the World Trade~~ :

the Adlrondacks Local emer-

went there to help out saw
how useful the amateur radio
operators were when 'so

“much of the infrastructure -

was down, Park explained.
After the April 2003 ice
storm in Ontario and sur-
rounding c¢ounties; plus the:
Northeast blackout that sum-
mer, county Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator Jeff -
Harloff got in touch with

~and needs. ' !
ty waned, and by the late ‘90s, -
tool,” said Harloff, whose
_office obtained a federal grant,
o help the group get back on
its feet..

‘trainings, with members scat-
tered about in different loca—~ '

on them to
help ' his
office
communi-

TERESI

cate Wlth Red Cross'shelters, :
not to mention help the shel- .
ters conmimunicate with each -

other about their capabmtles

“They would be a valuable

~The. local RACES chapter
meets once a month at the
county’s Safety ’I‘rammg Facil-
ity and also holds weekly

tions.
“When Wwe come on the air,
we essentlally throw a net

‘over the county ‘and link all
~ the communities in it togeth-
-er;” Park said.

To further their training and

-provide community service,

could call 1

1993. At the time, he was vol- "
unteering as an emergency

medical technician near.
Asbury Park, N.J., ‘where a -
Nor’easter hlt phone service - |:
_was out and rescuers relied
on amateur radlo operators

those skllls more in the past
two years — with the revived
Ontanor ounty RACES chap—

opportumty to do public serv- .
dce whenit!
_he said, “andit’s fun, be51des.'

reached at (585)394-0770,

Ext 260, or at ajohnston@ ,
MPREWSPADErs.com. ;

adlos in thelr '
¢ have them-in

Teresi noted,’!
embers . down
in the thick of

lastyears hurri- |

“The mce thmg is,’ 1ts an‘
really needed,” "
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